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“BUT  IF  NOT.  . Power  Through  Meeting  For  Worship 

Address  to  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 
June  11,  1982  by  Edwin  A.  Sanders,  Cambridge  Meeting,  Boston 

It  was  a cold  winter  afternoon  in  Boston’s  old  South  Station.  Marian  and  I were  waiting  to  meet  a 
train  bringing  family  to  visit.  I was  restless.  I picked  up  from  the  Christian  Science  literature  rack  an  old 
journal  and  began  aimlessly  to  leaf  through  it.  Suddenly  three  words,  “But  if  not,”  leapt  off  the  page.  It 
was  the  title  of  a devotional  article,  the  text  taken  from  the  Book  of  Daniel,  the  story  of  Shadrach, 
Meschach  and  Abednego  and  the  fiery  furnace. 

The  train  arrived.  Mary  Baker  Eddy  returned  to  the  rack.  . . but  the  words  began  to  clamor  for  atten- 
tion. “But  if  not,”  what?  And  they  have  continued  to  do  so  through  the  winter  and  spring  right  down  to 
these  near-perfect  days  in  June  at  Ghost  Ranch.  The  words  are  said  by  three  young  Jews— Shadrach, 
Meschach  and  Abednego— when  commanded  by  King  Nebuchadnezzar  to  bow  down  to  his  golden  image. 
For  awhile  let  us  try  to  recall  this  ancient  story  from  Babylon  which  begins  with  the  overthrow  of  Jeru- 
salem, the  taking  of  the  treasures  of  the  temple,  of  wealth  and  captives.  No  treasure  was  greater  than 
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Of  Concern  to  Friends.  . . 

In  recent  statements  to  the  press  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  pointed  to  the  “seduc- 
tiveness of  violence.  . . and  the  limits  of  violence” 
which  have  been  demonstrated  in  the  massacres  of 
Palestinians  in  Lebanese  refugee  camps;  and  in 
another  alert  the  AFSC  warned  the  public  of  the 
strong  possibility  of  a war  between  Nicaragua  and 
Honduras  and  of  United  States  involvement  in 
these  countries. 

Asia  Bennett,  AFSC  Executive  Secretary,  called 
for  a “broad  peace  process  leading  to  a comprehen- 
sive settlement  between  Israel,  the  Palestinians  and 
the  Arab  world.  Violence  and  the  threat  of  violence 
cannot  solve  the  profound  human  issues  at  stake  in 
the  Middle  East.” 

The  American  peace  organizations,  including 
the  AFSC,  which  sent  a delegation  of  12  represen- 
tatives to  Honduras  and  Nicaragua,  recommend  to 
the  U.S.  government:  1)  an  end  both  to  all  efforts 
• to  destabilize  Nicaragua  and  to  all  military  aid  to 
Honduras  and  2)  to  renounce  the  application  of 
military  solutions  to  the  problems  of  Central 
America.  The  delegates  appeal  to  American  citi- 
zens to  urge  the  U.S.  government  toward  a policy 
of  peace  negotiations  in  order  to  reduce  tensions 
in  Central  America  and  to  establish  a lasting  peace. 

(Continued  on  page  59) 
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those  three  young  men  “of  the  blood  royal  and  of  the  nobility.  . . young  men  of  good  looks  and  bodily 
without  fault.”  To  all  three  “God  had  given  knowledge  and  understanding  and  learning  of  every  kind.” 
Devout  Jews  and  destined  to  be  tested  in  the  king’s  court  to  which  they  were  appointed.  First  tested  was 
their  fidelity  to  their  dietary  laws  as  the  king  wanted  them  to  eat  from  his  table;  then  tested  were  their 
wisdom  and  learning  to  advise  wisely  and  to  interpret  the  king’s  troubled  dreams,  and  finally  they  were 
tested  in  their  faith  in  their  God,  when  commanded  to  deny  that  God  and  bow  down  to  the  power  of 
King  Nebuchadnezzar. 

Remember  that  Babylon  was  a great  kingdom  in  Mesopotamia  which  had  an  advanced  religion,  art  and 
culture.  The  country  was  dotted  with  great  monuments— the  ziggurats  made  in  the  forms  of  mountains, 
built  to  elevate  the  mind  to  contemplate  their  gods  as  well  as  to  provide  a scale  for  the  gods  to  descend 
to  people  on  earth.  It  was  a place  of  art  and  music  and  poetry  and  of  the  seventh  wonder  of  the  world— 
the  Hanging  Gardens  of  Semiramis. 

Here  the  familiar  tale  takes  place  before  a background  of  competing  gods— pagan,  tribal  and  state— in  a 
time  of  religious  and  political  unrest  and  anxiety  (not  unlike  our  own). 

The  King  has  had  a bad  dream.  He  is  frightened  and  furious  when  none  of  his  court’s  wise  men,  magi- 
cians or  diviners,  can  interpret  it.  When  Daniel  does  so  successfully,  he  and  his  three  companions  are  re- 
warded with  court  appointments  and  our  story  of  the  test  begins: 

King  Nebuchadnezzar,  hearing  from  the  Chaldeans  that  the  three  Jews  who  were  overseers  of  the  prov- 
inces had  not  worshipped  his  golden  image,  called  Shadrach,  Meshach  and  Abednego  before  him.  “.  . . If 
ye  fall  down  and  worship  the  image  I have  made,  well;  but  if  ye  worship  not,  ye  shall  be  cast  into  the 
midst  of  a burning  fiery  furnace;  and  who  is  that  god  that  shall  deliver  you  out  of  my  hands?” 

The  three  answered  the  king,  “We  have  no  need  to  answer  you  on  this  matter.  If  it  be  so,  our  God 
whom  we  serve  is  able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burning  fiery  furnace,  and  he  will  deliver  us  out  of  thine 
hand.  But  if  not,  be  it  known  unto  thee,  0 king,  that  we  will  not  serve  thy  gods,  nor  worship  the  golden 
image  which  thou  has  set  up.”  Nebuchadnezzar  was  furious  and  ordered  them  thrown  into  a furnace 
seven  times  hotter  than  ordinary.  The  fierce  heat  of  the  furnace  slew  the  men  who  placed  the  three  in 
the  furnace.  Then  the  king  was  astonished  to  see  the  three  walking  in  the  midst  of  the  fire  unhurt,  accom- 
panied by  another  whose  form  was  “like  the  Son  of  God.”  He  called  them  forth  from  the  furnace  and 
observed  that  they  were  not  burned.  “Blessed  be  the  God  of  Shadrach,  Meshach  and  Abednego  who  hath 
sent  his  angel  and  delivered  his  servants  that  trusted  in  him.  . . there  is  no  other  god  who  can  deliver  after 
this  sort.” 

Here  is  our  story,  really  two  stories:  the  story  of  the  heroes  facing  the  challenge  to  their  belief  in  God 
and  suffering  the  consequences,  and  the  miracle  story  in  the  furnace— a mystery  which  cannot  be  explain- 
ed and  takes  meaning  for  us  only  from  the  experiencing  of  miracles  in  our  own  lives.  (Yearly  Meeting  is 
a time  to  share  these  wonders  with  each  other— on  quiet  walks,  in  times  of  worship.  These  may  be  the 
most  important  news  we  may  bring  of  ourselves  to  each  other.) 

Before  we  turn  from  their  story,  see  how  Shadrach,  Meshach  and  Abednego  offer  no  plea  for  mercy 
nor  defense  for  disobeying  the  king’s  commandment,  neither  a plea  of  guilty  nor  not  guilty:  “We  have 
no  need  to  answer  you  on  this  matter,”  their  few  simple  words.  They  know  that  they  have  come  to  a 
place  where  it  is  their  lives  which  speak.  (How  often  we  have  found  in  our  courtrooms  the  inadequacy 
of  words  where  defendants  try  to  explain  in  legal  context  the  justification  of  an  act  of  civil  disobedience 
when  trying  to  show  a leading  that  comes  from  a source  outside— beyond  the  court’s  domain.  When  four 
defendants  last  winter  presented  their  defense  in  a Cambridge  court  for  trespassing  on  the  land  of  the 
missile-making  Draper  Laboratory  at  M.I.T.,  they  were  most  effective  when  they  stood  together  holding 
hands  in  quiet  prayer,  for  this  was  the  same  offensive  act  for  which  they  were  brought  to  court!) 
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King  Nebuchadnezzar  challenged:  “What  god  can  save  you  from  my  power?”  And  they  reply,  “If 
there  is  a god  who  is  able  to  save  us  from  the  blazing  furnace,  it  is  our  God  whom  we  serve  and  he  will 
save  us  from  your  power,  0 king.”  Those  are  not  words  of  defiance,  nor  are  they  words  of  certain  confi- 
dence that  God  would  save  them  from  the  fire.  Surely  these  Jewish  young  men  knew  many  other  Jews— 
women  and  men-who  had  been  faithful  to  their  God  and  had,  nevertheless,  not  been  saved.  Perhaps,  it 
had  not  been  God’s  will.  Maybe  the  God  they  worshipped  was  not  really  there  for  them.  Maybe  they 
had  not  chosen  right,  had  not  understood.  But  then  came  the  ringing  words  of  certainty:  “But  if  not, 
be  it  known  to  your  majesty  that  we  will  neither  serve  your  god  nor  worship  the  golden  image  you  have 
set  up.” 

In  a deeper  sense  they  were  saying:  but  if  there  is  not  a God  to  save  us  today  who  saves  heroic  Jews, 
there  is  a power  in  us  which  will  not  bow  down  to  your  golden  image,  which  will  not  accept  the  worse 
for  the  better,  the  lower  for  the  higher.  The  great  spiritual  mystery  and  reality  is  that  this  power  is  the 
very  essence  of  our  nature. 

The  Book  of  Daniel  has  been  called  a tale  of  two  cities— of  Jerusalem,  the  City  of  God,  and  of  Babylon, 
the  city  of  man  and  mammon.  There  has  not  been  a century  since  the  telling  of  this  story  that  has  not 
cried  out,  “You  cannot  serve  two  masters.”  Has  not  asked,  “What  is  God’s  and  what  is  Caesar’s?” 

Throughout  these  years  has  there  been  any  greater  image  in  our  religious  faith  testing  us  than  the  image 
of  the  fiery  furnace— the  Holocaust,  Hiroshima,  and  now  the  reality  of  nuclear  destruction? 

Where,  then,  do  we  Friends  find  the  power  and  the  guidance,  the  direction  for  our  lives?  Our  source  is 
in  our  Meetings  for  Worship  where  we  gather  in  the  expectation  that  the  Spirit  and  the  power  of  the  uni- 
verse can  be  known,  its  presence  felt  and  its  guidance  sensed.  The  very  concerns  we  bring  to  Yearly  Meet- 
ing are  evidence  of  that  expectation,  and  the  seeming  multitudinous  topics  our  program  for  these  days 
lists  are  our  Teachings  out,  our  probes  for  guidance  and  direction,  expecting  answers. 

And  so  this  morning  I want  for  us  simply  to  remind  ourselves  of  what  is  so  central  to  our  lives:  our 
worship.  And  with  this  reminder  we  ask,  is  this  a power  sufficient  to  our  tests  in  these  days  as  it  was  for 
Shadrach,  Meshach  and  Abednego? 

There  is  a power,  strength  and  affirmation  we  know  when  we  come  together  in  God’s  presence  to 
draw  upon  through  each  other,  to  learn  from  each  other,  to  give  each  other.  We  recognize  it  when  we 
bring  our  Quaker  process  with  us  which  begins  with  the  good  order  of  Friends,  the  good  order  which 
recognizes  there  is  a time  for  everything,  as  simple  as  the  appointed  hour  to  convene  the  meeting.  I think 
there  are  few  more  beautiful  sights  than  that  of  Friends  hurrying  to  be  on  time  to  meeting,  and  even  to 
be  a little  early  to  settle  in  and  be  ready.  “I  was  glad  when  they  said  to  me,  let  us  go  into  the  house  of 
the  Lord.”  For  here  begins  the  caring  and  the  greeting  of  that  Spirit.  It  is  our  invocation  of  that  pres- 
ence which  is  already  there  waiting  to  be  known  in  each  of  us.  And  families  gather  (seen  and  unseen) 
and  those  scattered  around  this  shrinking  planet  are  brought  in,  gathered  into  the  quiet,  into  the  circle. 

Now  the  work  of  Ministry  and  Oversight  begins  in  worship  with  prayer  and  contemplation;  holding  in 
the  Light  takes  over.  Energy  and  power  of  concern  for  others  is  generated,  we  hardly  realize  how.  This 
sometimes  brings  anguish  as  needs,  half-guessed,  are  realized. 

There  is  a poem  by  the  English  poet  Stevie  Smith  that  reminds  us  poignantly  of  our  limitations  in  car- 
ing for  each  other: 

NOT  WAVING  BUT  DROWNING 

Nobody  heard  him,  the  dead  man, 

But  still  he  lay  moaning: 

I was  much  further  out  than  you  thought 
And  not  waving  but  drowning. 
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Poor  chap,  he  always  loved  larking 
And  now  he’s  dead 

It  must  have  been  too  cold  for  him  his  heart  gave  way, 

They  said. 

Oh,  no  no  no,  it  was  too  cold  always 
(Still  the  dead  one  lay  moaning) 

I was  much  too  far  out  all  my  life 
And  not  waving  but  drowning. 

It  is  in  the  meeting  for  worship,  as  in  the  experience  of  the  poem,  that  we  can  recognize  our  limitations, 
and  ask,  with  William  Blake,  that  the  doors  of  our  perception  be  cleansed. 

Not  all  the  messages  which  come  to  us  from  worship  are  ones  we  hoped  for  or  expected.  Images  of 
claims,  commitment,  challenge  can  confront  us  in  the  silence  as  the  poet,  Rainer  Maria  Rilke,  was  con- 
fronted in  his  experience  of  the  “ARCHAIC  TORSO  OF  APOLLO”  translated  by  Robert  Bly. 

We  have  no  idea  what  his  fantastic  head 

was  like,  where  the  eyeballs  were  slowly  swelling.  But 

his  body  now  is  glowing  like  a lamp 

whose  inner  eyes,  only  turned  down  a little, 

hold  their  flame,  shine.  If  there  weren’t  light,  the  curve 
of  the  breast  wouldn’t  blind  you,  and  in  the  swerve  of 
of  the  thighs  a smile  wouldn’t  keep  on  going 
toward  the  place  where  the  seeds  are. 

If  there  weren’t  light,  this  stone  would  look  cut  off 

where  it  drops  so  clearly  from  the  shoulders, 

its  skin  wouldn’t  gleam  like  the  fur  of  a wild  animal, 

and  the  body  wouldn’t  send  out  light  from  every  edge 

as  a star  does.  . . for  there  is  no  place  at  all 

that  isn’t  looking  at  you.  You  must  change  your  life. 

These  concerns  and  searching  demands  on  us,  on  our  lives,  arise  and  will  not  be  quieted  nor  ignored. 
They  are  laid  upon  us,  and  we  may  wish  that  the  God  who  has  put  this  upon  us  will  let  us  off  free  from 
our  fiery  furnace.  BUT  IF  NOT— there  is  a power,  a power  within  us,  to  use  Haniel  Long’s  phrase,  that 
will  not  allow  us  to  lay  it  down,  deny  it  or  bow  to  any  golden  idol  of  an  earthly  king,  or  President,  or 
Secretary  of  Defense. 

To  know  this  way  of  worship  in  our  lives,  we  must  extend  it  far  beyond  the  meeting  for  worship  of 
sixty  minutes  on  First  Days.  (How  limited  is  that  time!)  To  exercise  the  power  of  worship  we  must 
practice  every  day.  It  is  not  so  much  a regimen  of  reading  and  use  of  devotional  materials  that  we  need, 
helpful  and  stimulating  as  that  is.  We  need  to  take  time  to  examine  our  whole  life  regimen— enjoy,  evalu- 
ate, examine  it  with  eyes  cleansed  to  see  all  things  as  they  really  are,  infinite.  Here  poetry  as  a spiritual 
way,  as  a mirror  we  hold  up  to  our  lives,  enters  in. 

Marian  [Sanders]  tells  me  that  scientists  now  can  recreate  through  the  use  of  the  hologram  a whole 
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PAGE  46  - NOVEMBER,  1982 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


(Address:  Cont.  from  page  45) 

organism  from  a single  cell,  and  that  we  are  learning  constantly  how  unified  and  related  are  all  the  struc- 
tures of  the  universe.  And  while  every  new  revelation  seems  to  open  new  and  tremendous  mystery,  yet 
the  power  of  understanding  seems  to  stretch  and  adapt  to  the  opportunities  that  abound.  Not  only  does 
the  new  revelation  in  meeting  for  worship  reveal  that  you  must  change  your  life,  it  brings  a power  with 
understanding.  As  we  begin  our  committee  meetings,  staff  meetings,  conferences,  and  our  days  with 
silent  worship,  we  are  reminded  of  a present  power  to  do  the  right,  the  better  thing,  the  call  of  the  eternal 
to  this  present  moment  impowering  us  to  see  the  wonder,  beauty,  the  hilarity  and  joy  about  us.  It  is  from 
this  we  draw  strength  as  well  as  from  the  poetry  which  speaks  them.  Listen  to  the  joy  of  Michael  Dennis 
Browne’s  “LAMB”: 

Saw  a lamb  being  born. 

Saw  the  shepherd  chase  and  grab  a big  ewe 
and  dump  her  on  her  side. 

Saw  him  rub  some  stuff  from  a bottle  on  his  hands. 

Saw  him  bend  and  reach  in. 

Heard  two  cries  from  the  ewe. 

Two  sharp  quick  cries.  Like  high  grunts. 

Saw  him  pull  out  a slack  white  package. 

Saw  him  lay  it  out  on  the  ground. 

Saw  him  kneel  and  take  his  teeth  to  the  cord. 

Saw  him  slap  the  package  around. 

Saw  it  not  move. 

Saw  him  bend  and  put  his  mouth  to  it  and  blow. 

Doing  this  calmly,  half  kneeling. 

Saw  him  slap  it  around  some  more. 

Saw  my  mother  watching  this.  Saw  Angela.  Saw  Peter. 

Saw  Mimi,  with  a baby  in  her  belly. 

Saw  them  standing  in  a row 
by  the  dry  stone  wall,  in  the  wind. 

Saw  the  package  move. 

Saw  it  was  stained  with  red  and  yellow. 

Saw  the  shepherd  wipe  red  hands  on  the  ewe’s  wool. 

Heard  the  other  sheep  in  the  meadow  calling  out. 

Saw  the  package  shaking  its  head. 

Saw  it  try  to  stand.  Saw  it  nearly  succeed. 

Saw  it  have  to  sit  and  think  about  it  a bit. 

Saw  a new  creature’s  first  moments  of  thinking. 

Felt  the  chill  blowing  through  me. 

Heard  the  shepherd  say: 

“Good  day  for  lambing.  Wind  dries  them  out.” 

Saw  the  package  start  to  stand.  Get  half-way.  Kneeling. 

Saw  it  push  upward.  Stagger,  push.  And  make  it. 

Stand,  standing. 

Saw  it  surely  was  a lamb,  a lamb,  a lamb. 

Saw  a lamb  being  born! 
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The  poet  can  recall  us  to  ourselves  as  the  meeting  for  worship  recalls  us.  It  is  then  we  know  in  crystalline 
moments  our  deep  relatedness  to  all  living  things,  to  the  universe,  and  to  that  One  who  calls  us.  Nowhere 
more  clearly  and  sharply  does  the  universe  of  love  and  beauty  call  out  to  us  than  here  at  Ghost  Ranch. 
Peggy  Pond  Church’s  poem,  “BLUE  HERON,”  surrounds  us  with  this  amazing  New  Mexico  landscape  and 
calls  us  to  attend  to  its  special  gifts: 

At  the  place  where  the  canyon  is  wide  and  the  river  is  shallow 
and  the  sandbars  are  thick  with  cottonwood  and  rosy  willow 
I,  driving  around  a bend  in  the  road,  and  the  world  still  in  shadow, 
with  my  own  eyes  suddenly  saw  the  blue  heron  fishing. 

I was  going  too  fast  then  to  stop.  The  sun  had  not  risen. 

The  river  was  quiet  and  without  color  as  a crystal  prism 
that  has  not  caught  light  yet,  and  the  heron  was  half  hidden 
in  a background  of  bare  branches,  yet  I saw  him  fishing 

immobile  as  though  he  had  been  rooted  there  forever 
among  the  willows,  long  legs  stretched  and  limber, 
the  serpentine  neck  poised,  sheathed  in  quiescent  feather, 

the  live  eye  aware  of  the  sky,  and  the  road  and  the  fish  in  the  river. 

Not  moving,  nor  pursuing,  but  waiting  in  that  stillness, 
in  the  calm  of  the  morning  before  the  voices  of  children 
shattered  the  air  like  glass,  and  men  were  driven 

against  time  and  none  could  remember  the  blue  heron  fishing. 

[Poems  were  used  with  the  kind  permission  of  poet  or  publisher: 

Stevie  Smith:  “Not  Waving  but  Drowning”  from  The  Norton  Anthology  of  Modern  Poetry,  edited  by 
Richard  Ellman  and  Robert  O’Clair,  W.  W.  Norton  & Company,  Inc.,  1973.  Reprinted  by  permission 
of  New  Directions  Publishing  Corporation,  New  York. 

Rainer  Maria  Rilke:  “Archaic  Torso  of  Apollo”  translated  by  Robert  Bly  from  News  of  the  Universe, 
Poems  of  Twofold  Consciousness,  chosen  and  introduced  by  Robert  Bly,  Sierra  Club  Books,  San 
Francisco,  1980.  Reprinted  by  permission  of  Robert  Bly. 

Michael  Dennis  Browne:  “Lamb”  fromTVews  of  the  Universe,  Poems  of  Twofold  Consciousness,  chosen 
and  introduced  by  Robert  Bly,  Sierra  Club  Books,  San  Francisco,  1980.  Reprinted  by  permission  of 
Robert  Bly. 

Peggy  Pond  Church:  “Blue  Heron”  from  New  & Selected  Poems , Ahsahta  Press,  Boise,  Idaho,  1976. 
Reprinted  by  permission  of  Peggy  Pond  Church.] 


Announcement 

Proposed  Gathering 

Anyone  interested  in  participating  in  a Pacific 
Northwest  Gay/Lesbian  Friends  Gathering  (draw- 
ing Friends  principally  from  British  Columbia, 
Washington,  Oregon,  Idaho,  and  Montana)  is  in- 


vited to  contact  Carolyn  Stevens,  at  432734  Burke 
N.,  Seattle,  Washington  98103,  (206)632-0207;  or 
Jim  Whittier,  at  7705  - 22nd  Avenue,  N.E.,  Seattle, 
Washington  98115,  (206)527-4725;  the  NPYM 
co-liason  persons  to  Friends  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Concerns. 
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Ghost  Ranch,  New  Mexico 
June  13,  1982 

To  Friends  Everywhere: 

We  come  to  Ghost  Ranch,  New  Mexico,  burdened  with  wars  in  the  Middle  East  and  South  America, 
violent  oppression  in  Central  America,  the  intensification  of  the  arms  race,  frustration  and  despair  over 
the  Equal  Rights  Amendment,  and  our  government’s  policies  that  lead  to  increased  injustice  and  suffer- 
ing. We  leave  this  place  of  spiritual  power  having  experienced  a renewal,  and  blessed  with  love,  peace  and 
hope. 

The  entire  gathering  took  place  in  a sense  of  connectedness  with  the  opening  of  the  United  Nations 
Second  Special  Session  on  Disarmament.  Our  hearts  were  gladdened  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
demonstrators  who  witnessed  for  peace  in  New  York  and  other  cities  across  the  nation.  In  his  opening 
address,  Ed  Sanders  spoke  of  the  hope  that  arises  from  faith  that  is  constant  even  in  the  face  of  grave 
doubts.  He  called  us  to  overcome  our  fears  and  to  act. 

By  transforming  the  children’s  program  into  Junior  Yearly  Meeting,  with  widely  shared  involvement 
by  older  Friends,  we  gave  our  children  a gift  that  was  repaid  in  their  fuller  enjoyment  of  and  participa- 
tion in  the  Yearly  Meeting.  Music,  dancing,  spontaneous  singing,  the  antics  of  Talent  Night,  the  presence 
of  the  Peace  Pedalers  and  other  valued  guests  all  helped  lighten  the  meeting  and  open  our  hearts  and 
minds  to  the  workings  of  the  Spirit. 

The  wonder  of  working  in  the  light  manifested  itself  in  our  midst  when  tension  arose  over  a minute 
proposing  a mid-winter  meeting  for  women.  Friends  expressed  fear  about  separateness  and  divisiveness 
in  the  Yearly  Meeting.  After  sensitive  discussion,  silent  worship,  worship  sharing,  and  time  for  reflection, 
we  passed  from  a point  of  fear  and  anger  to  a loving  consensus  of  approval.  The  Young  Friends  went 
through  a similar  process  of  overcoming  tension  and  maturing  as  a fellowship  of  seekers. 

Caught,  sometimes  reluctantly,  by  the  tender  power  of  caring,  we  opened  to  others  our  concerns  about 
war  tax  resistance,  Central  American  refugees,  the  mistrust  among  people  in  the  U.S. /Mexican  border 
region.  We  encouraged  one  another  in  journal  writing  and  in  understanding  anger  and  in  all  personal 
searchings  for  truth.  We  go  forth  strengthened  by  our  communion,  permitting  ourselves  to  respond  to 
those  impulses  towards  harmony  that  are  our  mysterious  inheritance  as  children  of  the  light. 

Sincerely, 

Jack  and  Ethel  Haller 

Clerks,  Inter-Mountain  Yearly  Meeting 


Summary  of  Action  Minutes  From  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting’s  Eighth  Session 

-1  Linda  Mackichan,  Las  Cruces,  was  approved  for  a six  year  term  as  IMYM  Historian-recorder. 

Other  appointments  approved  were:  Arthur  Sullivan,  El  Paso,  to  the  Heberto  Sein  Memorial 
Fund;  Mike  Miller,  Arizona,  Mary  Hey,  Colorado,  and  Ann  Hart,  Arizona,  as  representatives  to  New  Call 
to  Peacemaking;  Gordon  Remington,  Utah,  and  Jonathan  Taylor,  Arizona,  Young  Friends  Advisors;  Bill 
Charland,  Colorado,  representative  to  Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation;  Dan  Schaffer,  Arizona, 
and  Nancy  Shaville  of  Colorado  as  representatives  to  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation.  Young 
Friends  nominated  Kevin  Hassett  of  Utah  as  Clerk  of  Young  Friends  for  1983-84  and  the  yearly  meeting 
approved  his  appointment. 
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-2  Meeting  approved  that  the  Heberto  Sein  travel  fund  become  a line  item  paid  by  IMYM,  not 
by  monthly  meetings. 

-3  Meeting  approved  a minute  urging  all  governments  of  the  world  to  freeze  the  deployment, 
buildup,  testing  and  research  of  all  nuclear  weapons  and  all  weapons  of  war,  and  that  present 
arsenals  of  all  countries  be  dismantled.  The  meeting  also  supports  the  bilateral  nuclear  freeze  movement 
as  a first  step  in  attaining  a world  free  of  the  threats  of  war. 

-4  The  Meeting  encourages  all  meetings,  worship  groups  and  individuals  to  be  familiar  with  the 
Friends  Schools  west  of  the  Mississippi— Argenta  Friends  School,  British  Columbia;  The 
Growing  Place  Friends  Elementary  School  in  Whittier,  CA;  Pacific  Ackworth  School,  Temple  City;  Pacific 
Oaks  Children’s  School,  Pasadena,  and  John  Woolman  High  School  in  Nevada  City,  CA.  These  schools 
need  support  and  an  awareness  of  their  needs. 

-5  The  Cecil  Hinshaw  Memorial  Visitation  Fund  has  been  established  for  Friends  to  support  the 
work  of  FWCC.  Contributions  may  be  sent  to  FWCC,  Section  of  the  Americas,  1506  Race 
St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102.  This  fund  was  established  in  honor  of  Cecil  Hinshaw  and  his  many  years  of 
service  and  leadership. 

-6  Meeting  approved  the  budget  and  an  increase  in  registration  fees  for  1983  from  $4  to  $6  for 
adults  and  from  zero  to  $1  for  children. 

-7  The  registrar,  Marian  Hoge,  reported  that  488  people  registered  for  IMYM  this  year.  Ghost 
Ranch  cannot  handle  more  than  500.  Late  registrants,  unannounced  arrivals  and  unexpected 
campers  are  a continual  problem.  She  recommended  a cutoff  date  for  registration  and  an  early  registra- 
tion requirement  for  the  campground. 

-8  Meeting  approved  a minute  of  concern  that  members  be  encouraged  to  consider  seriously  the 
refusal  to  pay  war  and  military  taxes,  or  that  part  of  their  taxes  which  their  conscience  dic- 
tates, and  to  consider  placing  these  funds  in  an  escrow  account.  Further,  that  members  encourage  and 
support  war-tax  resisters  with  spiritual,  emotional  and  financial  support  and  that  we  examine  our  fear  of 
excessive  government  intervention  in  our  lives  which  hinders  our  ability  to  act  upon  our  moral  decisions. 
Friends  were  also  urged  to  support  and  actively  work  for  the  World  Peace  Tax  Fund. 

-9  Meeting  approved  a minute  which  arose  out  of  the  ad  hoc  group  on  women’s  issues:  “We 
urge  the  Continuing  Committee  to  be  alert  to  the  special  needs  and  concerns  of  women  in 
planning  the  program  for  IMYM.” 

-10  Meeting  approved  a minute  in  recognition  of  the  continuing  need  of  IMYM  women  to  form 
a supportive  network  for  each  other  urging  monthly  meetings  to  give  serious  consideration 
to  providing  encouragement  and  financial  support  for  women  to  attend  the  mid-winter  gathering  of  IMYM 
women,  Jan.  7-9,  1983,  in  Denver. 

-1 1 The  Meeting  approved  a minute  from  the  ad  hoc  committee  on  Reproductive  Freedom  that 
monthly  meetings  and  worship  groups  be  aware  of  and  discuss  the  proposed  changes  in  federal 
and  state  legislation  regarding  birth  control  and  abortion,  and  the  impact  that  these  changes  would  have 
on  family  health.  Friends  were  urged  to  consider  that  any  action  should  be  based  on  both  reverence  for 
life  and  respect  for  individual  conscience. 
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Friends  and  Hispanics 
The  Need  for  a Stronger  Link 

by  Domingo  Ricart,  Boulder  Meeting 

Many  Friends  in  the  U.S.  are  informed  and  vocal 
about  national  and  international  affairs.  We  are 
visible  in  conciliation  and  relief  work  in  Africa,  the 
Middle  East,  Southeast  Asia.  Yet,  knocking  at  our 
door  are  340  million  Hispanic  people.  Most  of  them 
are  poor,  uneducated  and  undernourished.  Many 
are  exploited  and  neglected  from  within  and  from 
outslide  and  seem  condemned  to  be  ruled  by  dic- 
tatorships or  governments  of  force— either  of  the 
extreme  right  or  left.  In  1977  Heberto  Sein,  the 
well-known  Mexican  Quaker,  tried  to  awaken  us  to 
the  unpleasant  realities  of  the  “Latin  American 
Time  Bomb.” 

Our  response  to  the  violence,  misery  and  mis- 
trust prevalent  in  most  of  Latin  America  today 
has  been  to  become  politically  active  in  influenc- 
ing U.S.  policy  and  in  meeting  immediate  human 
needs  for  food  and  refuge.  This  is  urgent  and 
vital  work.  But  we  cannot  be  content.  We  must 
not  lose  sight  that  ours  is  a religious  society;  we 
have  more  to  offer  than  the  political  influence  and 
relief  work  for  which  we  are  known. 

Most  Friends  today  are  Friends  by  conviction, 
not  birthright  Quakers.  We  joined  the  Society  as 
conscious  adults.  In  its  early  days  our  Society 
owed  much  to  people  who  called  themselves 
Seekers.  They  joined  in  great  numbers.  The  pro- 
liferation in  the  last  few  years  of  so  many  religious 
groups  shows  a great  deal  of  spiritual  unrest,  frus- 
tration and  searching.  I am  satisfied  that  we  can 
help  if  we  are  willing  to  openly  share  with  others 
our  thoughts  and  experiences. 

Many  years  ago,  while  visiting  a Friends’  Center 
for  Spanish  refugees  in  France,  I attended  the  Meet- 
ing for  Worship  after  which,  to  my  surprise,  an 
elderly  professional  man  who  had  been  helped  by 
the  Quakers  for  over  seven  years,  told  me, 

“Quakers  have  been  wonderful  helping  us  through 
very  difficult  times.  But  why  did  it  take  so  long  to 
let  us  know  that  they  had  much  more  to  offer  than 
food,  clothing  and  medicine?” 

American  Friend  Sylvester  Jones  was  sent  to 
Spain  in  late  1936  to  talk  to  people  on  both  sides 
of  the  civil  war  about  relief  needs.  When  he  asked 


a representative  of  the  Spanish  Red  Cross,  “What 
do  you  need  most?”  she  answered,  “We  need  some- 
one to  teach  us  how  to  resolve  problems  without 
fighting.” 

Visiting  in  the  Hispanic  world,  I have  been  struck 
by  the  qualities  of  a significant  number  of  the  new 
generation.  The  young  professionals,  leaders  of 
tomorrow,  are  well  educated  and  possess  immense 
intellectual  curiosity.  They  are  constantly  explor- 
ing new  avenues  and  are  restlessly  searching  for 
new  ways.  The  Society  of  Friends  has  something 
more  to  offer  them  in  facing  the  dilemmas  confront- 
ing them. 

Friends  never  intend  to  proselytize.  We  respect 
the  individual  personality  and  the  freedom  to  choose. 
But  these  good  intentions  have  often  kept  us  from 
offering  to  share  our  religious  thoughts  and  experi- 
ences at  all.  The  small  number  of  Hispanic  people 
who  have  known,  and  in  some  cases  joined,  the 
Society  of  Friends,  seldom  had  opportunity  to  ex- 
plore many  alternatives  in  their  countries.  In  a few 
cases  they  learned  of  Friends  while  traveling  or 
through  personal  contact,  but  in  most  cases  their 
knowledge  was  due  to  coming  across  a book  writ- 
ten by  a Friend  that  spoke  to  their  condition. 

This  is  why  there  is  an  urgent  need  to  provide  ade- 
quate materials  in  Spanish. 

Through  our  religion  of  experience  and  commit- 
ment and  our  Peace  Testimony,  I believe  that 
Quakerism  has  something  specific  to  share  with 
our  Hispanic  neighbors.  To  do  this  we  must  be 
willing  to  explore  their  concerns  with  them,  free 
from  prevalent  social,  political,  religious  and 
cultural  stereotypes.  This  concern  of  many  of  us 
in  Colorado  and  throughout  the  U.S.  could  serve 
as  a catalyst  for  action.  We  should  identify  Friends 
who  share  the  concern  and  explore  together  ways 
to  proceed. 

For  this  purpose  I have  prepared  a Minute  to 
be  proposed  to  the  Colorado  General  Meeting 
which  requests  formation  of  a Colorado  Friends 
Hispanic  Committee. 

[Boulder  Meeting  and  Colorado  General  Meeting 
have  approved  the  minute  to  form  a Colorado 
Friends  Hispanic  Committee.  Friends  who  share 
this  concern  are  invited  to  correspond  with 
Domingo  Ricart  at  10  S.  34th  St.,  Boulder,  CO 
80303„] 
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Book  Review 

Isidro  Lucas,  The  Browning  of  America:  The 
Hispanic  Revolution  in  the  American  Church . 

Chicago,  Fides/Claretian  (1981),  146  pp. 

by  Domingo  Ricart,  Boulder  Meeting 

Very  seldom  does  one  find  on  the  market  such 
a stimulating  little  book.  It  reaches  beyond  the 
subject  implied  in  the  subtitle,  and  is  well  written 
and  well  documented  without  pretending  to  be  a 
scientific  study.  The  book’s  purpose  is  to  sensitize 
American  Catholics  (and  I ask  myself,  why  not 
Quakers  also?)  to  the  important  and  significant 
role  played  by  the  second  largest  minority  in 
America,  a minority  which  is  very  often  ignored, 
overlooked,  misunderstood,  or  taken  for  granted. 

The  title  of  the  first  chapter  sets  the  mood: 

“Yo  Cuento  (I  DO  count)  No  You  Don’t.”  Isidro 
Lucas  gives  striking  figures  from  the  last  general 
census  (1980)  and  in  the  following  chapters  illus- 
trates the  increasing  awareness  Hispanics  have  of 
their  own  identity  and  political  power,  both  present 
and  potential. 

The  author  points  out  how  political  representa- 
tion of  Hispanics  in  the  United  States  Congress  (and 
most  state  legislatures  and  all  administrative  posi- 
tions) is  well  below  their  numerical  importance. 

The  Catholic  Church  is  not  doing  much  better. 
Although  Hispanics  represent  25%  of  the  Catholics 
in  America,  there  are  only  14  Hispanic  bishops, 
half  as  heads  of  dioceses  and  half  as  auxiliary 
bishops;  there  is  a serious  scarcity  of  Hispanic 
priests  and  only  a few  Hispanics  in  key  positions. 
This  results  very  often  in  alienation  and  bitterness 
(see  “A  Church  That  Is  Not  There,”  in  Chapter 
Three). 

The  Church  is  also  blamed  for  being  instrumental 
in  forcing  integration  and  assimilation.  These  poli- 
cies are  highly  resented  by  the  new  generation  which 
is  conscious  of  their  human  rights  and  the  necessity 
of  discovering  their  own  roots,  and  because  “they 
feel  socially  to  be  closer  to  Blacks  as  a racially  dis- 
criminated group.”  Yet  Hispanics  have  been  instru- 
ments of  renewal  in  the  Church,  acting  as  energizers. 
“Among  the  clergy  there  has  been  a solid  under- 
standing and  progress  in  liberation  theology ,”  the 
movement  that  has  revitalized  (since  Vatican  II) 


the  Church  in  Latin  America:  Brazil,  Columbia, 
Chile,  El  Salvador,  Nicaragua,  and  other  third  world 
countries.  Hispanics  can  be  our  link  to  Latin 
America  which  is  so  close,  and  yet  so  distant  from 
the  United  States. 

The  author  has  done  an  excellent  job  of  analy- 
sis and  evaluation  of  positive  and  negative  aspects 
of  the  position  of  Hispanics  in  American  society 
and  particularly  in  the  American  Catholic  Church, 
and  I would  not  dare  to  tell  him  what  I feel  are 
the  weak  points  in  his  book.  However,  I would 
say  that  I wish  he  had  dealt  in  more  detail  with  the 
two  largest  and  most  significant  groups  of  Hispanics, 
the  Puerto  Ricans  and  the  Cubans.  Although  they 
have  much  in  common  with  Mexican  Americans, 
they  are  also  quite  different  in  many  ways,  as  is 
their  impact  on  mainstream  American  life  and  cul- 
ture. Fortunately  a most  recent  book  of  Milton 
Meltzer,  The  Hispanic  Americans , New  York  (1982) 
fills  the  gap. 

I wish  also  that  Isidro  Lucas  had  given  us  his 
appraisal  of  the  new  generation  of  Hispanics,  a 
group  I look  to  optimistically.  This  group  has  a 
higher  proportion— though  not  yet  at  satisfactory 
levels— of  better  educated  persons,  and  more  skil- 
led craftsmen  and  workers.  There  is  a growing 
middle  class  in  business,  the  professions,  and  in 
the  academic  world,  serving  their  communities 
with  distinction  and  justifying  hopes  for  a brighter 
future.  On  the  other  hand  they  share  with  non- 
Hispanics  of  the  same  generation  a disinterest  in 
religion,  and  a pessimistic  outlook  on  life,  along 
with  a sense  of  hopelessness  and  fear  of  an  uncer- 
tain future  beyond  their  control. 

I am  certain  Friends  can  help  in  bringing  new 
hope  and  a more  positive  outlook  to  many 
Hispanics  who  partake  of  this  pervading  sense  of 
hopelessness.  Friends  can  share  their  positive  out- 
look without  any  trace  of  the  paternalistic  attitude 
that  often  spoils  the  best  intentions  to  help.  But 
first  we  need  to  learn  about  the  Hispanics  in  our 
midst.  Surely  there  must  be  some  of  the  twenty 
million  living  in  the  United  States  who  are  equally 
concerned.  The  book  I am  reviewing  here  can  be 
an  excellent  introduction  and  provide  a strong 
motivation  for  those  who  are  interested. 
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Boulding  Idea  Realized:  Rush-Bagot  Day 
Memorializes  Peacemakers 

by  Patricia  Kent  Gilmore,  Mountain  View  Meeting 

It  sounded  a little  crazy  to  Denver’s  Mountain 
View  Friends  Meeting  when  Kenneth  Boulding, 
Boulder  Friends  Meeting’s  economist-social  scien- 
tist, suggested  holding  a Rush-Bagot  celebration. 

“We  know  more  about  the  history  of  war  than 
we  do  the  history  of  peace,”  he  gold  the  group 
last  January,  citing  the  unsung  Rush-Bagot  agree- 
ment of  April,  1817,  that  disarmed  the  Great  Lakes. 

Our  first  disarmament  treaty  was  a huge  success, 
he  said.  It  ended  a bloody  era,  led  to  an  unarmed 
border  with  Canada  and  became  a cornerstone  of 
the  stable  peace  we  enjoy  today  in  North  America. 
The  trouble  is,  he  said,  few  people  know  we  got 
here  by  way  of  that  Rush-Bagot  peacemaking. 

Denver  Friends  gave  the  idea  board  and  room 
for  a few  months,  then  talked  to  Colorado  Gover- 
nor Dick  Lamm  about  it.  Lamm  was  enthusiastic, 
proclaimed  May  29  Rush-Bagot  Day  in  Colorado, 
and  Boulding’s  idea  took  off. 

Spearheaded  by  the  Peace  and  Social  Concerns 
Committee,  Friends  gathered  together  neighbors 
and  Canadian  guests,  a core-city  youth  band,  Rush- 
Bagot  balloons  and  free  ice  cream  bars  for  an  old- 
fashioned  Memorial  weekend  celebration  with  a 
difference.  Instead  of  mourning  the  war  dead,  the 
group  celebrated  the  lives  saved  by  the  1817  dis- 
armament plan,  the  plan  that  then  became  a treaty 
with  Great  Britain. 

First  Day  School  made  maple  leaf  badges  for 
guests  and  a huge  banner  for  the  park  while  adults 
prepared  family  picnics  and  put  together  folk 
dances  representing  Canada,  the  U.S.  and  Great 
Britain.  Meeting  songwriter  Eric  Wright  composed 
the  “Rush  Bagot  Ballad”  about  “the  lives  not 
mourned,  tears  not  shed”  because  of  peacemakers 
Richard  Rush  and  Charles  Bagot. 

Canadian  Friend  Francia  Harvonen  came  down 
from  Edmonton,  Alberta,  read  greetings  from  the 
Canadian  consulate-general  and  told  how  essential 
the  Rush-Bagot  peacemaking  had  been  for  a young, 
struggling  Canada.  “The  disarmed,  open  border 
prevented  crises  from  becoming  excuses  for  military 


action,  allowing  time  for  them  to  be  resolved  peace- 
fully,” she  said. 

Featured  speaker  Allen  Breck,  history  professor 
at  the  University  of  Denver,  warmed  the  audience 
with  the  human  interest  details  of  the  Rush-Bagot 
Convention,  which,  he  said,  “proved  a splendid 
lesson  in  mutual  disarmament,  well  worth  imitat- 
ing today.” 

He  paid  tribute  to  the  U.S.  peacemakers  of  the 
period— the  respected  Rush,  who  was  secretary  of 
state;  astute  peacemaker  John  Quincy  Adams,  U.S. 
minister  to  Great  Britain;  far-sighted  President 
James  Monroe— as  well  as  the  able  Bagot,  British 
minister  to  the  U.S.  who  was  to  become  Canadian 
governor-general,  and  the  brilliant  Lord  Castlereagh, 
British  foreign  secretary. 

“It  is  terribly  important  for  us  to  understand 
that  peacemakers  in  the  world  in  which  we  live 
today  are  even  more  important  than  war  heroes,” 
he  told  a group  of  around  120  people  who  gather- 
ed despite  threatening  weather. 

Breck  also  paid  tribute  to  Boulding,  “that  in- 
domitable Quaker  who  has  meant  so  much  to 
the  peace  movement  for  so  long.”  He  spoke  of 
Boulding’s  sense  of  spaceship  earth  as  an  inter- 
dependent unit  in  which  cooperators,  not  com- 
batants, prevail— an  idea  basic  to  Boulding’s 
evolutionary  theory  of  the  universe. 

Following  reports  of  the  celebration  in  Canada, 
Jeff  Sallot  of  the  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail  launched 
a research  effort  to  determine  the  exact  day  in  April 
when  the  agreement  was  concluded.  “We  could  use 
a regular  holiday  (in  April),”  he  said.  “What  better 
day  for  Canadians  and  Americans  to  celebrate  to- 
gether than  an  international  holiday  of  peace?” 


Correction 

The  editor  apologizes  for  the  incorrect 
spelling  of  the  photographer’s  name  which 
appeared  with  the  photos  of  North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  reports  in  the  October  ‘82 
issue  of  Friends  Bulletin.  Peter  Schulte 
should  have  been  Peter  Schutte,  the 
Netherlands. 
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Crowd  starts  gathering  in  Denver's  Observatory  Park  to  celebrate  Rush-Bagot  Day. 


Credit:  Photo  by  Michael  Gamer 
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Boulder  Friends  Meeting 
Peace  Secretary /Coordinator  Program  Report 

Background  In  April  1981 , a group  of  Boulder 
Friends  met  seeking  constructive  ways  to  promote 
peace  and  to  address  the  shift  of  government  fund- 
ing from  human  services  to  military  programs.  We 
were  particularly  concerned  with  the  large  percent- 
age of  our  tax  dollars  that  we  were  personally  paying 
for  war  preparation. 

Initially  we  considered  two  courses  of  action: 

(1)  symbolic,  illegal  refusal  of  military  taxes,  and 

(2)  creating  legal  tax  shelters.  While  some  individ- 
uals as  a matter  of  conscience  are  pursuing  a course 
of  tax  resistance,  as  a group  we  felt  that  our  energy 
should  focus  first  on  constructive  action,  develop- 
ing a method  to  legally  divert  our  tax  dollars  from 
military  uses.  Our  goals  were  to  minimize  individ- 
ual tax  contributions  to  the  military  and  to  involve 
our  Meeting  more  deeply  in  an  expanded  peace 
witness. 

After  considering  numerous  options,  we  found 
the  idea  of  augmenting  the  work  of  the  Meeting 
by  employing  a staff  person  especially  attractive. 
Current  tax  laws  mean  that  the  federal  government 
effectively  subsidizes  gifts  to  the  Meeting  by  those 
who  itemize  deductions.  For  example,  for  a person 
in  a 30%  tax  bracket,  a $100  contribution  to  the 
Meeting  means  $30  less  tax  due.  So  the  taxpayer 
is  giving  $70  of  her/his  own  money  and  $30  is  com- 
ing from  money  which  would  otherwise  have  gone 
to  the  IRS.  (Beginning  in  1982  every  taxpayer 
will  be  able  to  deduct  at  least  a portion  of  such 
contributions.)  This  approach  also  enables  Friends 
with  larger  incomes  to  divert  money  to  a person  in 
a lower  tax  bracket  and  frees  this  person  to  devote 
energy  to  vitally  important  community  service. 

In  September  1981,  the  ad  hoc  Peace  Secretary 
Committee  made  a proposal  to  Monthly  Meeting 
for  a Peace  Secretary/Coordinator  Program. 

Cleamess/Approval  Process  The  committee 
recommended  that  the  Meeting  commit  itself  to  a 
major  expansion  of  peace  activities  and  employ  a 
part-time  Peace  Secretary/Coordinator.  This  per- 
son would  coordinate  a program  to  channel  and 
expand  the  resources  of  the  Meeting  and  the 
Boulder  community  for  more  effective  peace  edu- 


cation, witness,  and  outreach.  A one-year  budget 
of  $9,000  was  proposed  for  salary  and  expenses. 
This  amount  represented  a 43%  increase  in  contri- 
butions to  the  Meeting.  Although  this  seemed  a 
large  increase,  in  fact  only  a few  families  have  been 
providing  most  of  the  Meeting’s  annual  budget. 

Thus  it  seemed  possible  to  raise  the  money  for  the 
Peace  Secretary/Coordinator  Program  through  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  contribuors  as  well  as  the 
size  of  individual  contributions. 

The  Monthly  Meeting  decided  to  wait  until 
significant  commitment  was  demonstrated  before 
beginning  the  program  and  recruiting  applicants. 

A target  of  50%  of  the  budget  from  at  least  twenty 
families  was  established.  A copy  of  the  proposal 
and  a statement  of  intention  to  contribute  were 
mailed  to  everyone  on  the  Meeting  mailing  list. 

The  response  was  rapid  and  enthusiastic:  in  two 
months  pledges  and  contributions  were  received 
from  58  people  for  a total  of  $1 1 ,000! 

A job  description  was  approved  by  Monthly 
Meeting  in  December  1981.  Recruiting  began; 
eight  applications  were  received,  and  five  excel- 
lent candidates  were  interviewed  by  the  commit- 
tee. Long-time  peace  worker  and  Meeting  atten- 
der  Mary  Hey  was  recommended  and  approved 
to  begin  as  Peace  Secretary/Coordinator  on 
February  15,  1982. 

The  program  is  being  conducted  on  a trial  basis 
for  one  year.  An  eight-person  oversight  committee 
provides  ongoing  support  and  guidance.  Written 
reports  are  made  to  Monthly  Meeting  quarterly. 

Program  Goals  In  establishing  this  program, 
the  Meeting  made  clear  that  it  does  not  intend  to 
hire  someone  to  carry  out  our  peace  testimony  for 
us.  Rather  the  Peace  Secretary/Coordinator  pro- 
vides each  of  us  with  information,  encouragement 
and  coordination  so  that  we  may  individually  and 
collectively  increase  the  amount  and  impacts  of 
our  efforts  toward  peace. 

Activities  The  program  began  with  two  compli- 
mentary types  of  activities— formation  of  Peace 
Exploration  Groups  within  the  Meeting  and  ground- 
work for  outreach  and  action. 

Peace  Exploration. Groups  of  five  to  eight  people 
provided  an  opportunity  for  each  of  us  to  listen 
within  and  clarify  and  share  our  individual  feelings 
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and  thoughts  on  questions  of  war  and  peace.  Facili- 
tated by  the  Peace  Secretary/Coordinator,  each 
group  met  at  least  twice.  The  purpose  was  to  ex- 
plore together  a range  of  issues  including  the  roots 
of  our  pacifism,  the  practice  of  nonviolence,  the 
nature  of  the  peace  testimony  in  our  daily  lives, 
and  strategies  for  action.  Some  groups  continue 
to  meet.  Many  Friends  found  renewed  inspiration 
and  commitment  to  the  peace  testimony  and  clari- 
fied their  own  opportunities  for  action. 

While  the  Peace  Exploration  Groups  were  under- 
way, the  Peace  Secretary/Coordinator  was  also  busy 
setting  up  an  office  and  establishing  contact  with 
other  peace  workers  in  the  Boulder-Denver  area. 
Activities  to  date  have  included  the  following: 

A weekly  “Peace  Agenda”  listing  events  of 
interest  is  distributed  following  Meeting  for 
Worship  and  mailed  to  forty  local  churches 
and  other  groups. 

A monthly  column,  “Peace  Notes”,  appears 
in  the  Meeting  newsletter,  informing  us  of 
what  others  in  the  Meeting  are  doing. 

A collection  of  materials  and  information  on 
a range  of  topics,  including  conflict  and  non- 
violence, the  arms  race,  the  draft,  and  war  tax 
resistance  is  being  gathered.  The  library  is 
growing,  as  are  requests  from  many  quarters. 

Liason  is  being  made  with  peace  groups  region- 
ally and  nationally  as  well  as  with  organizations 
not  traditionally  oriented  toward  peace  issues, 
such  as  local  churches,  schools,  and  clubs.  A 
special  tie  exists  with  the  Denver  AFSC  offices. 

A demonstration  was  organized  on  April  15  at 
the  Boulder  Post  Office,  where  1,400  flyers 
were  distributed  with  information  about  how 
taxes  are  spent. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  war  tax  resisters 
from  the  Meeting  and  the  Peace  Secretary/ 
Coordinator  to  be  interviewed  on  the  local 
public  radio  station  and  by  the  newspaper  of 
the  University  of  Colorado. 

The  Peace  Secretary/Coordinator  and  others 
from  the  Meeting  attended  a weekend  work- 
shop on  Imaging  a World  without  Weapons. 

A similar  workshop  will  be  held  for  the  Meeting. 


The  Peace  Secretary/Coordinator  attended  the 
New  Call  to  Peacemaking  conference  in  Phila- 
delphia in  June. 

A “Friendly  presence”  has  been  evident  at 
many  local  events,  including  U.S.  Senator 
William  Armstrong’s  forum  on  military  spend- 
ing and  the  Boulder  County  Commissioners’ 
hearings  on  the  federal  crisis  relocation  plan. 

For  More  Information  Write  or  phone  Mary 
Hey,  1919  Grove,  Boulder,  CO  80302,  (303) 
442-3638. 


Message  from  the  Fifteenth  Triennial  of  the 
Friends  World  Committee 
Kaimosi,  Kenya,  August,  1982 

To  Friends  Everywhere: 

Mirembe!  We  greet  you  from  Kaimosi  amidst 
the  colour  and  warmth  of  Kenya  with  the  local 
word  which  says  “I  come  to  you  in  peace.” 

Friends  from  many  parts  of  the  world  in  confer- 
ence and  for  the  fifteenth  triennial  of  the  Friends 
World  Committee  for  Consultation  have  listened 
together  for  the  voice  of  Truth,  and  sought  the 
path  of  peace.  From  our  rich  Christian  heritage 
we  have  worshipped  together  through  silence, 
scripture,  spoken  ministry  and  song. 

We  have  recognized  the  need  for  self  awareness, 
for  the  imperative  of  honesty  with  ourselves,  and 
for  personal  truth  which  is  part  of  the  essential 
message  of  Friends.  We  have  been  led  to  acknow- 
ledge that  the  transforming  power  of  the  love  of 
God  is  available  to  us  at  all  times,  and  is  the  hope 
that  overcomes  all  our  frailties  and  the  despairs  of 
a troubled  world.  Let  us  be  like  those  early  Friends 
who,  as  William  Penn  said,  were  changed  themselves 
before  they  went  about  to  change  others:  their 
hearts  were  rent  as  well  as  their  garments.  The 
more  we  yearn  to  be  reconcilers  the  greater  is  the 
necessity  that  we  examine  our  hearts.  Our  hopes 
must  not  be  aspirations  for  others,  but  commit- 
ment of  ourselves.  If  we  let  this  love  work,  we 
shall  experience  the  transformation  of  our  lives, 
our  families,  our  communities,  even  our  nations. 

(Continued  on  page  56) 
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(Triennial:  Cont.  from  page  55) 

Through  new  methods  of  learning  we  are  com- 
ing to  understand  our  differences  of  tradition  and 
religious  expression.  Our  experience  together  has 
led  us  to  reaffirm  Friends’  historic  witness  to  the 
equality  of  all  people,  women  and  men,  the  young 
and  the  old,  of  every  race  and  nation.  This  equality 
calls  for  a fresh  and  vigorous  approach  to  social 
relations,  which  involves  ministering  to  the  true 
needs  of  both  oppressed  and  oppressors.  In  this 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  needs  to  examine 
its  own  attitudes  and  practices.  We  must  avoid 
those  feelings  of  guilt  which  prevent  us  from  speak- 
ing truth  in  love.  We  must  also  listen  to  truth  when 
it  is  spoken  to  us  so  that  we  do  not  deprive  our- 
selves of  strengths  and  insights. 

When  we  ourselves  are  dominating  or  afraid,  we 
hinder  the  establishment  of  peaceful  relations  and 
the  search  for  peace.  We  have  grappled  with  the 
challenges  of  disarmament,  and  this  has  led  us  back 
to  humble  recognition  of  our  personal  responsi- 
bility. Conflict  in  families,  injustice  in  relationships, 
failure  to  speak  truth  to  power,  reluctance  to  share 
the  sacrificial  cost  of  love— all  contradict  our  witness 
and  weaken  our  mission. 

Our  worship  of  God  and  quiet  attentiveness  to 
the  promptings  of  the  Spirit  are  the  source  of 
strength  and  peace.  Let  us,  Friends,  entrust  our 
lives  and  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  to  the 
hands  of  God.  May  that  transforming  Spirit  work 
in  us  and  through  us  so  that  we  may  play  our  prop- 
er part  with  courage,  hope  and  joy. 


Poem  Written  at  IMYM  1982 

I am  a wee  folk  and  I play 
on  the  leaf  of  a tree  or  a 
rock  hidden  near. 

A city  in  a lost  shoe. 

We  drink  from  milkweed. 

We  eat  from  grass  and  nuts. 

by  Siobahn  Hassett,  9 years 
Salt  Lake  City  Meeting 


Memorial  Minutes 

A Meeting  for  Worship  and  Thanksgiving  for  the 
Life  of  John  Ullman  Held  at  the  Graduate 
Theological  Union,  Berkeley,  Sunday,  October  17, 
1982 

“So  think  that  not  for  a short  time 
Only  does  friendship  last,  but  forever, 

And  God  is  everywhere.  . .” 

-From  the  “Song  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope” 

At  eleven-thirty  in  the  morning,  October  13, 
1982,  our  beloved  member,  John  Ullman,  was 
gathered  into  the  light  and  grace  of  God’s  eternal 
presence. 

We  give  thanks  to  God  for  John’s  ninety  years 
of  vitality  and  growth,  for  his  caring  relationships 
to  family  and  friends,  and  for  his  much-valued  ser- 
vice in  many  capacities  to  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends  as  clerk  of  La  Jolla  Meeting  and  Southern 
California  Quarterly  Meeting,  as  clerk  of  Ministry 
and  Counsel  Committee  of  La  Jolla  Meeting  for 
nine  years,  as  clerk  and  member  of  many  other 
committees  in  La  Jolla,  Hayward  Area,  Berkeley, 
and  Strawberry  Creek  Meetings  and  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting.  John  was  also  appointed  a member  of 
the  Executive  Committees  of  Southern  and  North- 
ern California  regional  offices  of  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  for  nine  years  and  serv- 
ed also  as  a representative  to  the  AFSC  Corpora- 
tion from  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  Friends  World 
Committee  for  Consultation  received  John  as  the 
representative  from  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  during 
which  time  he  attended  a world-wide  gathering  of 
Friends  in  Bad  Pyrmont,  Germany. 

John  and  Stephanie,  his  dearest  companion  and 
wife  who  died  in  1966,  came  as  refugees  to  this 
country  in  1940,  forced  to  leave  their  home  and 
business  in  Vienna  after  John’s  release  from  a Nazi 
prison.  Their  daughters  Erica  and  Ruth  had  been 
sent  to  England  and  Sweden  earlier.  Eventually 
the  family  was  reunited  and  courageously  began  a 
new  life  in  the  United  States.  For  many  years  John 
and  Stephanie  lived  in  Southern  California,  first  in 
Los  Angeles,  and  then  in  Vista  where  they  raised 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


NOVEMBER,  1982  - PAGE  57 


fruit  and  avocados  on  a small  ranch.  They  were 
greatly  influenced  by  their  friendship  with  Allan 
Hunter,  minister  of  Mt.  Hollywood  Congregational 
Church,  whose  pacifist  beliefs  led  John  and 
Stephanie  to  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
which  they  joined  through  La  Jolla  Meeting  in 
the  early  fifties. 

John  and  Stephanie  shared  many  intellectual, 
artistic  and  spiritual  interests.  In  John’s  words, 

“. . . we  walked  the  same  way  in  the  Spirit.” 

John  had  an  early  love  for  poetry,  and  the 
poetry  of  Stephan  George,  German  poet  who  fled 
Hitler’s  Germany,  brought  Stephanie  and  John 
together  in  their  adolescence.  John’s  life-long  pas- 
sion for  music  and  singing,  especially  Schubert’s 
German  lieder,  and  his  own  early  voice  training 
enabled  him  not  only  to  enjoy  listening  to  classical 
music  but  also  to  continue  singing  lieder  into  his 
eighties. 

The  mountains  in  Europe  and  climbing  moun- 
tains, experiencing  their  grandeur  and  silences, 
were  formative  experiences  in  John’s  life.  Those 
landscapes  were  still  with  him  as  he  related  to  a 
friend  a few  weeks  before  his  death  that  he  had 
found  himself  at  the  top  of  a beautiful  mountain 
where  spring  flowers  were  blooming,  and  he  didn’t 
want  to  come  back.  When  the  friend  responded, 
“What  a wonderful  dream!”  John  replied,  “It  was- 
n’t a dream.  It  was  real.”  For  several  months  John 
told  us  that  he  was  living  here  and  also  somewhere 
else.  These  states  of  consciousness  confirmed  the 
possibility  of  living  in  two  dimensions  at  once. 

John’s  daughter  and  son-in-law,  Erica  and  Herbert 
Schwarz,  have  cared  well  and  lovingly  for  John  and 
Stephanie  throughout  their  lives,  as  did  their  daugh- 
ter Ruth  Weisner  before  her  death  in  1981.  His 
grandsons  and  their  families— Tom  and  Susan 
Weisner,  Stan  and  Connie  Weisner,  Tony  and  Pam 
Schwarz,  and  Ken  Weisner— have  enjoyed  much  of 
John  and  Stephanie’s  lives,  experiencing  their  inter- 
est and  love  over  the  years  as  important  nurturance. 
They,  too,  have  cared  for  John’s  needs.  Their  child- 
ren, John’s  great-grandchildren,  are  Jeffrey  and 
Michael  Weisner,  Aron  and  Stephanie  Weisner,  and 
Terry  Schwarz  who  will  fill  the  void  of  John’s 
absence  and  extend  his  life  through  theirs. 


John’s  Meeting  community,  Strawberry  Creek, 
were  faithful  visitors  and  helpers  in  his  last  years, 
appreciating  John  for  his  strong  spirit  and  spiritu- 
al insights  as  well  as  his  intellectual  curiosity  and 
activity. 

Friends  and  family  members  who  kept  vigil 
with  John  as  he  made  passage  to  that  which  is 
eternal,  observed  in  him  a spiritual  flowering— he 
was  calm,  composed,  loving  and  grateful,  even 
humorous  at  times.  “Love  is  the  hardest  lesson.  . .” 
Learning  it  freed  John  at  last. 

“He  fell  asleep  while  still  the  sun  was  high, 

And  silver  scales  were  darting  through  the  waters. 
Awakened,  up  the  peak  he  climbed  and  reached 
The  festive  rite  of  onward  flowing  light. 

He  prayed  and  crowned  himself  with  sacred  leaves, 
And  to  the  warm  and  slowly  drifted  shadows 
Of  darkened  clouds,  his  ringing  song  arose.” 

-Stefan  George,  Poems,  from  “Shepherd’s  Day” 

(Memorial  gifts  may  be  sent  to  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  to  further  their  work  for  peace 
and  social  justice  in  this  country  and  around  the 
world.  The  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
address  is  2160  Lake  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94121.) 

Don  Baker 

Boulder  Friends  Meeting 

We  note  with  sorrow  the  passing  on  August  3, 
1982,  of  our  friend,  Don  Baker.  The  bravery  and 
tranquility  with  which  he  faced  his  final  illness 
bespoke  a nature  well  at  home  with  that  light  which 
should  illuminate  us  all.  We  remember  Don’s 
appreciation  of  nature,  his  love  of  music,  and  his 
unflinching  search  for  truth— both  in  science  and  in 
life.  He  will  surely  be  missed,  and  it  is  agreeable  to 
reflect  and  remember  his  conversations  and  com- 
pany. Don  was  born  February  5,  1938. 

Margaret  Eaton  Brown  Fleming 

Margaret  Brown  Fleming,  born  ninety-one  years 
ago  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  Pasadena,  as  long  as 
her  health  allowed.  Although  she  was  a conscien- 

( Continued  on  page  58) 
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(Memorial  Minutes:  Cont.  from  page  5 7) 
tious  member  of  its  Overseers  Committee,  her  main 
interest,  social  concern  and  action,  preceded  her 
membership  in  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
(1953)  and  continued  throughout  her  life. 

Margaret’s  social  concern  was  evident  as  early 
as  her  Bryn  Mawr  College  student  days  when  she 
decided  to  wear  only  those  garments  that  were 
union  made,  no  matter  how  coarse  or  scratchy,  so 
determined  was  she  to  achieve  fair  treatment  for 
the  garment  industry’s  women  workers. 

Margaret  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Japanese 
Americans  during  the  Second  World  War.  In  1929, 
Margaret  and  her  husband,  Tom  Fleming  from 
Virginia,  moved  to  Pasadena.  They  shared  raising 
three  sons  and  a daughter  and  an  activating  desire 
for  racial  equality.  This  led  Margaret  in  action  to 
integrate  department  store  staffs,  swimming  pools, 
restaurants,  and  schools. 

Although  Margaret  loved  her  friends,  she  was 
an  independent  thinker.  She  seldon  lost  an  oppor- 
tunity to  write  applauding  action  she  approved, 
nor  did  she  hesitate  to  voice  her  questioning  of 
views  expressed  that  were  contrary  to  her  beliefs. 

Margaret’s  wishes  for  a private  family  memorial 
service  were  respected,  but  Orange  Grove  Meeting’s 
ministry  on  the  Sunday  following  her  death  natur- 
ally turned  around  this  member  who  had  shown 
thoughtful  friendship  to  many  families  present. 

Her  full  support  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  was  “made  flesh”  in  many 
ways,  not  the  least  of  them  being  the  knitting  of 
hundreds  of  blue  wool  sweaters  for  refugees  and 
now,  for  our  economically  distressed  Mexican 
neighbors.  She  competed  every  year  to  beat  her 
record  in  the  number  she  completed. 

Margaret’s  days  for  over  fifty  years  started  with 
additions  to  her  bird  watching  list  in  her  garden— 
they  continued  in  concern  for  plants,  animals  and 
human  beings.  Hers  was  a life  geared  both  to  hu- 
manity and  to  nature. 

At  one  phase  of  her  life  she  was  so  involved  in 
hospitality  to  visiting  Friends  that  some  of  her 
friends  dubbed  her  “The  Innkeeper’s  Daughter.” 

No  account  of  Margaret,  without  mentioning  her 
appreciation  of  humor  that  allowed  her  to  enrich 
so  many  lives  would  be  at  all  complete.  Surely 
her  membership  in  NAACP,  in  ORT,  the  UN 


Association,  the  Japanese-Ajnerican  League,  the 
Cal  Tech  Y Board,  and  others  were  also  important 
activities. 

Gifts  in  her  name  to  the  Y.W.C.A.  and  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  are  accept- 
able. 

The  peculiar  quality  of  Margaret’s  Light,  I 
believe,  well  might  contribute  to  Friends’  being 
called  “a  peculiar  people”— at  any  rate,  I believe 
we  were  enriched  by  it,  and  we  are  thankful  to 
have  had  her  so  many  years.  Our  sympathies  go 
out  to  her  large  and  loving  family.  (How  much 
/ depended  on  her  warm  sympathy  and  wisdom!) 

Catherine  Langston 

For  Orange  Grove  Monthly  Meeting 

Grace  Elizabeth  Hardy 

Grace  Elizabeth  Hardy  was  born  on  May  3 1 , 
1894,  in  Doon,  Ontario,  the  youngest  child  of 
Irving  and  Anna  Watson.  On  July  29,  1982,  she 
relinquished  her  position  as  one  of  the  two  oldest 
members  of  Pima  Friends  Meeting.  She  passed 
from  life  with  the  same  quiet  dignity  with  which 
she  lived  it. 

Grace  graduated  from  Galt  Secretarial  School 
and  worked  as  a secretary  in  Ontario  and  New 
Jersey  until  her  marriage  to  Irving  R.  Hardy  in 
1923.  She  was  an  active  member  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends  since  1939,  and  was  with  Pima 
Meeting  for  the  past  ten  years.  She  served  as  a 
member  of  Ministry  and  Oversight  and  as  Corres- 
ponding Clerk  was  sensitive  and  quick  in  reaching 
out  to  members’  needs— both  their  pain  and  their 

joy. 

Her  service  and  ministry  to  meeting  have  been 
marked  by  succinctness,  humor,  plain  speech  and 
a special  care  for  the  children.  “Quakers  don’t 
proselytize,”  she  said,  “but  I do!” 

Sympathy  and  support  are  extended  to  Grace’s 
two  daughters,  Ann  Hardy  Fassett  and  Cynthia 
Hardy  Beall;  her  six  grandchildren  and  three  great 
grandchildren. 

We  commend  Grace  Hardy  with  love.  She  will 
be  deeply  missed.  Memorial  services  were  held  at 
Pima  Friends  Meeting,  Tucson,  AZ,  September  12, 
1982,  at  2:00  P.M. 
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Friends  wishing  to  send  a remembrance  in  Grace 
Hardy’s  name  may  send  contributions  to:  Pima 
Friends  Meeting,  c/o  the  Treasurer,  739  E.  Fifth 
St.,  Tucson,  AZ  85719. 

Vital  Statistics 

Marriages:  Noelle  Leshan  and  Tom  Hicks  were 
married  under  the  care  of  La  Jolla 
Meeting,  August  28,  1982. 

Steve  Thomas  and  Carol  Dreselly  were 
married  at  the  YMCA  Camp,  Estes 
Park,  Colorado,  August  25,  1982,  under 
care  of  Boulder  Meeting. 

Kathy  Van  Velson  and  Jamie  Newton 
were  married  under  care  of  Palo  Alto 
Meeting,  October  9,  1982. 

Births:  Paul , Ginny  and  Andrea  McElwain, 

University  Meeting,  announce  the  birth  of 
a son  and  brother,  Ryan  Lewis  McElwain , 
born  April  18,  1982. 

Timothy  Marc  Rajendran  Schiffman  arrived 
in  Calcutta  this  summer  to  join  the  family 
of  Hal  and  Marilyn  Schiffman,  University 
Meeting. 

Sayer  Nicholas  Burke-Morgan  was  welcom- 
ed by  Davis  Friends  at  a Meeting  for  Wor- 
ship at  the  home  of  his  parents,  Mary 
Burke  and  Bob  Morgan,  July  11,  1982. 

Owen  Sven  Carlson  was  born  September  3, 
1982,  to  Linnea  Hanson  and  Harold  Carson, 
Chico  Preparative  Meeting. 

Emily  Anne  Potter  was  born  July  18, 

1982,  to  Phoebe  and  David  Potter,  Chico 
Preparative  Meeting. 

Rosalie  Mountain  Bluhm,  born  May  21 , 

1981 , was  adopted  by  Darrell  Bluhm  and 
Snow  Mountain , sojourning  members  of 
La  Jolla  Meeting. 

Ley  la  Tupina  Fikes  was  born  August  5, 

1982,  to  Lebriz  and  Jay  Fikes,  Palomar 
Meeting. 


and  former  member  La  Jolla  Meeting,  died 
October  13,  1982.  (See  Memorial  Minute.) 

Don  Baker,  Boulder  Meeting,  died  August 
3,  1982.  (See  Memorial  Minute.) 

Adam  Ross  St.  Germain,  20  year  old  son 
of  Anne  and  Bill  St.  Germain,  and  brother 
of  Molly,  William  and  David,  Eastside 
Meeting,  died  on  September  2,  1982. 

David  Stickney,  clerk  of  Santa  Barbara 
Meeting,  died  September  18,  1982. 
Memorial  Meeting  was  held  October  25, 
at  his  home. 

Sam  Weston,  La  Jolla  Meeting,  died 
October  9,  1982.  Memorial  Meeting  was 
held  at  La  Jolla  Meeting  on  October  16th. 

Grace  Elizabeth  Hardy , died  July  29,  1982. 
Memorial  Meeting  was  held  at  Pima  Meet- 
ing on  September  12,  1982.  (See  Memori- 
al Minute.) 

Margaret  E.  B.  Fleming,  Orange  Grove 
Meeting.  (See  Memorial  Minute.) 


(Editorial:  Cont.  from  page  42) 

The  relationship  of  a ready  military  pool  of 
young  draft  age  men  to  the  possibilities  of  U.S.  in- 
tervention anywhere,  but  most  likely  in  the  Middle 
East  or  Central  America,  is  the  background  for  the 
current  legal  prosecutions  of  draft  registration  re- 
sisters. David  Wayte,  attender  at  Orange  Grove 
Friends  Meeting  (Pasadena,  CA)  and  a conscien- 
tious non-registrant,  is  in  process  of  pre-trial  hear- 
ings in  Los  Angeles  in  which  the  judge  has  ruled 
that  the  U.S.  government  must  prove  that  it  is  not 
employing  selective  prosecution  or  passive  enforce- 
ment of  the  draft  laws  in  prosecuting  David  Wayte. 
The  outcome  of  this  case  will  have  an  important 
bearing  on  all  future  prosecution  of  draft  resisters. 

Shirley  Ruth 


Deaths:  John  Ullman,  Strawberry  Creek  Meeting 


PAGE  60  - NOVEMBER,  1982 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


Calendar 


POSTMASTERS:  SEND  FORM  3579 


November,  1982 

18  FCL  30th  Anniversary  Celebration 

in  Sacramento.  Tickets  are  $15. 
Please  make  reservations  by  calling 
(916)  443-3734  or  (415)  752-7887. 

21  San  Francisco  FCL  Benefit 

Concert,  Park  Presidio  United 
Methodist  Church,  4301  Geary 
St.  at  4:00  p.m.  Tickets  at  the 
door,  $5.00,  $3.00  Seniors  and 
students  or  low  income.  With 
new  FCL  membership  subscrip- 
tion of  $15.00,  admission  free. 

For  further  information,  call  Lois 
Pryor  at  752-7887. 


December,  1982 

19  For  Benefit  of  Ben  Lomond 

Quaker  Center,  a performance 
by  the  Travelling  Jewish  Theatre, 
“A  Dance  of  Exile,”  at  Intersec- 
tion, Union  Street,  San  Francisco. 
Contact  Quaker  Center  hosts, 
(408)  336-8333.  Tickets,  $25. 
Only  100  seats  available. 


January,  1983 

7 - 9 Mid-winter  gathering  of  IMYM 

Women,  Denver,  CO.  Contact 
Martha  Barrett,  Mountain  View 
Meeting,  (303)  744-8682,  2351 
S.  Clayton  St.,  Denver,  CO  80210. 

1 5 College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting, 

Berkeley  Meeting,  Hosts 


North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
Date  Set  for  1983 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  will  hold  its 
annual  sessions  at  St.  Thomas  Seminary,  now 
a state  park,  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake 
Washington  in  Seattle,  WA,  from  Friday 
evening  June  24  through  Tuesday  p.m.  June 
28, 1983. 
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Dear  Friends, 


You  may  wish  to  participate  in  the  CHOOSE 
LIFE.  . . A SPIRITUAL  WITNESS  at  the  Lawrence 
Livermore  National  Laboratory  December  10,  1982 
to  January  1 , 1983.  This  is  a witness  of  small  reli- 
gious groups  to  act  nonviolently  in  the  traditions 
of  their  faith.  Some  will  vigil,  leaflet,  picket  and/or 
risk  civil  disobedience  in  protest  of  nuclear  weapons. 
The  following  groups  are  scheduled  thus  far: 


Congregational  Church  of  Modesto  - December  1 1 

Delta  Friends  Meeting  - December  12  (Other 
Meetings  in  the  valley  have  been  asked  to  join) 

Lutheran  Peace  Fellowship  of  the  Bay  Area, 
Newman  Club  of  Berkeley,  Campus  Catholics 
of  Turlock  - December  23. 


Catholic  Worker  folks  and  others  - December  28 

Modesto  Peace  Center  - December  21  (Some 
civil  disobedience  is  planned.) 

The  discipline  will  be  self-imposed/decided  by  the 
participating  groups. 

Sam  Tyson,  Delta  Meeting 

(Friends  interested  may  contact  Eric  Moon  at 
(415)  391-5215.) 


